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Government Revises E-Commerce
Rules to Strengthen Consumer
Protection and Transparency

to the Consumer§
Protection (E-
Commerce) Rules to
strengthen consumer protection and
transparency in digital marketplaces.
The revised framework aims to curb
dark patterns, deceptive search
manipulations and other unfair

WW@@WWW%I%—W@ practices that may mislead
FI SATEeE Fer ST, o faskareit @ consumers. E-commerce platforms
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including greater due diligence and
verification of seller credentials and
licences, particularly for regulated or
potentially hazardous products. The
amendments also reinforce
transparency, grievance redressal
and fair-trade practices. The
amended rules will formally come into
force from January 1, 2027, giving
platforms time to align their systems
and compliance mechanisms with the
new requirements.

Key Points:

Stricter platform accountability: E-
commerce marketplaces must
undertake stronger due diligence,
particularly for regulated products,
ensuring lawful listings and
preventing misleading consumer
information.
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Mandatory seller verification: Platforms
are expected to verify seller credentials
and required licences before facilitating
sales involving regulated or potentially
hazardous products.

Consumer rights strengthened: The
government is reinforcing transparency,
grievance redressal and fair trade
practices across digital marketplaces to
protect consumers from unfair practices.
Cabinet Approves Five Railway
Multitracking Projects Across Four
States

The Union Cabinet has \‘\
approved five railway [
multitracking projects
covering four states to
strengthen the country's
rail infrastructure and improve
transportation efficiency. The projects
are aimed at increasing railway capacity,
reducing congestion on busy routes and
enabling smoother movement of
passengers and freight. Multitracking
will also improve connectivity between
important regions and support faster,
more reliable train operations. The
initiative is expected to enhance logistics
efficiency, facilitate economic activity and
strengthen the overall railway network.
The projects reflect the government's
continued focus on expanding rail
capacity and developing modern, efficient
and better-connected transportation
infrastructure across the country.

Key Points:

Five Projects Approved: The Union
Cabinet approved five railway
multitracking projects.

Improved Connectivity: The projects will
strengthen connectivity and support
smoother passenger and freight
movement.

Economic Benefits: Better rail
infrastructure is expected to improve
logistics efficiency and support regional
economic development.
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9th ASEAN-India Ministerial Meeting
Reaffirms Cooperation on Food

Security and Sustainable Agriculture
The 9th ASEAN-India

Ministerial Meeting on
Agriculture and Forestry (§
was held in September [#88
2026, reaffirming e
cooperation between India and ASEAN
for a food-secure, sustainable and
resilient agricultural future. The meeting
was co-chaired by Union Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and the Agriculture
Secretary of the Philippines. Discussions
focused on practical, farmer-centred
initiatives, agricultural development and
stronger forestry cooperation. Ministers
also welcomed ASEAN 2045 and the
ASEAN Food, Agriculture and Forestry
Sectoral Plan 2026-2030 as important
guiding frameworks. The meeting further
highlighted efforts to deepen the
ASEAN-India Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership through enhanced
cooperation in agriculture, food security
and sustainable resource management

Key Points:

Agricultural cooperation strengthened:
India and ASEAN reaffirmed cooperation
for building a food-secure, sustainable
and resilient agricultural future through

practical, farmer-centred initiatives.
Strategic frameworks endorsed:

Ministers welcomed ASEAN 2045 and the
ASEAN Food, Agriculture and Forestry
Sectoral Plan 2026-2030 as guiding

frameworks.
Forestry partnership expanded:

Discussions focused on strengthening
agricultural and forestry cooperation
while deepening the ASEAN-India
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.
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NIELIT Digital University Platform
Integrated with Saylor University of
the USA

= The National Institute of s s

Information Technology [l & &
has integrated Saylor§ ;
University's digital

learning resources with its Digital
University platform to expand access to
affordable online education. Under the
partnership, learners can access free,
self-paced courses covering key future-
ready domains such as artificial
intelligence, programming, data science,
cybersecurity and business
management. The collaboration
combines NIELIT's extensive national
outreach with Saylor University's open-
learning resources, enabling flexible skill
development. The initiative aims to equip
learners with relevant digital and
professional skills while promoting
accessible online education. It also
supports India's efforts to strengthen
digital learning opportunities and
prepare learners for evolving technology-

e fag: driven employment requirements.
» fefSfea RIar TR N IELIT + ¥R Key Points:

fovafaene™ & fefSes o daeqi i o194 * Digital learning integration: NIELIT has
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|
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fore ferenfofat & forg fermmmrdt 27N ot fefitew
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integrated Saylor University's digital
learning resources with its Digital
University platform, expanding access to

global online education.
Flexible courses expanded: Learners can

access self-paced courses covering
artificial intelligence, programming, data
science, business, leadership and other

future-ready skills.
Global skills access: The collaboration

combines NIELIT's national outreach
with Saylor's open-learning resources,
supporting affordable and flexible digital
skill development for learners.
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Key P

Multi-Agency Agreement Signed to
Implement Amended BharatNet

Programme in Jharkhand
The Amended BharatNet

Programme in Jharkhand
aims to strengthen rural
b r oadbamnd
infrastructure and
expand high-speed
internet connectivity across underserved
areas. A multi-agency agreement has
been signed to support its
implementation through coordination
among central agencies, state authorities
and designated partners. BSNL has been
designated to provide Project
Management Consultancy support for
executing the programme in the state.
The amended programme also enables
demand-based connectivity for Gram
Panchayats and additional villages,
supporting wider digital inclusion. The
initiative is expected to improve access to
digital services, education, healthcare
and economic opportunities across rural
and remote communities in Jharkhand.

oints:
Rural connectivity targeted: The

Amended BharatNet Programme aims to
strengthen broadband infrastructure
and expand high-speed connectivity

across rural and underserved areas.
Multi-agency implementation: BharatNet

implementation involves coordination
among central agencies, state authorities
and designated implementing partners to

accelerate rural digital infrastructure.
Demand-based connectivity expanded:

The amended programme provides
connectivity to Gram Panchayats and
additional villages on demand,
supporting broader rural digital
inclusion.
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ESTIC 2026 to Bring Together
Scientists, Innovators and Three Nobel

Laureates in New Delhi
ESTIC 2026, an

international science and |

technology conclave, is
scheduled to be held from
October 27 to 29 at
Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi. The
event will bring together scientists,

innovators, researchers and
policymakers to promote collaboration in
science and emerging technologies. Three
Nobel Laureates and three other
distinguished international award
recipients have confirmed their
participation. An expanded innovation
exhibition is also planned, featuring up to
150 stalls representing government
departments, deep-tech startups and
The

conclave is expected to provide a platform

various innovation initiatives.

for knowledge exchange, technological
cooperation and showcasing India's
growing capabilities in research and
innovation.

Key Points:

Conclave scheduled in October: ESTIC
2026 will be held from October 27 to 29 at

Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi.
Nobel participation confirmed: Three

Nobel Laureates and three other
distinguished international award
recipients have confirmed participation

in the upcoming science conclave.
Innovation exhibition expanded: The

exhibition is expected to feature up to 150
stalls involving government departments,
deep-tech startups and innovation
initiatives.
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India Endorses Call to Action for 6G

Leadership and Security
India has endorsed the

Call to Action for 6G
Leadership and Security,

joining 24 like-minded
nations committed to
developing open, interoperable, secure
and resilient next-generation networks.
The initiative was announced on the
sidelines of the G20 Innovation
Ministerial held in Chapel Hill, North
Carolina. The Department of
Telecommunications will coordinate
India's follow-up engagement with
government agencies, industry,
academia and other stakeholders. India
aims to contribute 10 percent of global 6G
standards and patents, strengthening its
ambition to become a global leader in
next-generation telecommunications.
The initiative also focuses on secure
supply chains, cybersecurity, research
and development, and international 6G
standardisation.

Key Points:

Global 6G Partnership: India joined 24
like-minded nations in endorsing the Call

to Action for 6G Leadership and Security.

DoT as Nodal Agency: The Department of
Telecommunications will coordinate
India's engagement with government,
industry, academia and other

stakeholders.
Global Standards Goal: India aims to

contribute 10 percent of global 6G
standards and patents, while promoting
secure, resilient and interoperable
networks.
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= A 2026 study of Bakhira

Sediments from Bakhira Lake May
Support Water Resource Management
in the Central Ganga Plain

Lake in Uttar Pradesh [iisa=
examined its sediments j§#

to reconstruct around #‘-—

25,000 years of monsoon '

and climate variations. The sediment
record provides insights into changes in
monsoon intensity and hydroclimatic
conditions through indicators such as
grain size, mineral composition and
geochemical characteristics. Bakhira
Lake is associated with the
Ghaghara—-Rapti river system and forms
part of the Central Ganga Plain's wetland
landscape. The study highlights how
long-term sediment records can improve
understanding of sediment transport,
flooding and climate variability,
supporting more informed water-

; N e resource management and planning in
) the region.
e feg: Key Points:

»  Siefepifereh SToraryg ifvera: aRErT Sie & dase * Long-term climate record: Bakhira Lake
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sediments preserve approximately
25,000 years of environmental
information, revealing changes in
monsoon intensity and hydroclimatic

conditions.
Monsoon patterns reconstructed: Grain

size, mineral composition and
geochemical indicators help identify
periods of stronger and weaker Indian

Summer Monsoon activity.
Water management insights: Sediment

records can improve understanding of
sediment transport, flood behaviour and
climate variability, supporting better
water-resource planningin the region.
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NSO Releases First-Ever District-Level
Estimates for Unincorporated Non-
Agricultural Sector

The National Statistical Office has
released the first-ever
district-level estimates
for India's
unincorporated non-
agricultural sector,
strengthening the country's statistical
system. The revised survey framework
enables the generation of more detailed
district-level and quarterly estimates,
providing frequent information for
economic planning and policy
formulation. According to the September
2026 report, the top 50 districts account
for nearly one-third of the sector's Gross
Value Added and workforce. The new
data can help governments assess local
economic activity more effectively and
design targeted policies for
manufacturing, trade and service-sector
establishments. The initiative marks an
important step towards improving
regional economic measurement and
evidence-based policymaking across
India.

Key Points:

District-level data introduced: The
statistical system has been strengthened
to generate district-level estimates for
unincorporated non-agricultural
establishments, improving local
economic assessment.

Quarterly estimates enabled: The revised
survey framework supports generation of
quarterly estimates, providing more
frequent information for planning and
policy implementation.

Better policymaking supported: Detailed
district-level information can help
governments formulate targeted policies
for manufacturing, trade and service-
sector establishments outside
agriculture.
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TR &, STet I o e fohd fafeme nfdfafa w
T T A qer T &1 doh SeH &0 B H i ot
qoh |

fafemmes Sfteshror § Seere: Hifd SR - o™
o oI ST fieT ek Ufdeiferd e 9 wfaated
B Toh TR AT el 3t 3R 6 3l Fehlard
FE

ST 1 A1ET hH: TEAad YER ST
fafemi o1 g 3R =radifes ufsmansit s Tl
T T T R 2, e Sem e1frsh eretar 9
FI I T |

fovaT- TR ST ol SIgTaT: 3Tel Wie! o Yar
fafTaraes smenstt sl =7 T, Hoe = Wafed
I 3R TAfereh 0 BT T, qaiHa STgaer
TNt ¥ See SR S E |
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10.

NITI Aayog Calls for Deregulation to
Drive Next-Generation Reforms

NITI Aayog has called for
next-generation reforms
based on a shift from a
prohibited-unless-[
permitted framework to a
permitted-unless-
prohibited approach for businesses. The
proposed changes aim to reduce
unnecessary regulations, simplify
compliance requirements and lower the
regulatory burden on enterprises. The
reform approach seeks to promote trust-
based governance by replacing excessive
controls with simpler, predictable and
transparent systems. By reducing
regulatory friction, the initiative is
expected to improve the ease of doing
business, encourage investment and
support greater economic efficiency. The
proposed framework reflects an effort to
create a more enabling business
environment where enterprises can
operate freely unless specific activities
are expressly restricted under law.

Key Points:

Regulatory approach shifted: NITI Aayog
has advocated moving from a prohibited-
unless-permitted framework towards a
permitted-unless-prohibited approach
for businesses.

Compliance burden reduced: Proposed
reforms seek to remove unnecessary
regulations and simplify business
processes, enabling enterprises to
operate more efficiently.

Trust-based governance promoted: Next-
generation reforms emphasise reducing
regulatory friction, encouraging
investment and replacing excessive
controls with simpler, predictable
compliance systems.
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Q1. Hifa mw a4 faf=mes aa'qﬁgqﬁ' &7 | Q1. Which fundamental principle has NITI
Wﬁmﬂ\ﬁmaﬁ @TWW Aayog proposed to shift towards in the
& % 5 system of regulatory approvals?
RIE : . (a) Restricted until permission is granted
(a) STgAfd [EGERERIRCIER] (b) Permitted unless prohibited
(b)) Ufaefaa e den 3i|at|ﬁ1;|Tlﬁ (c) Compliance before commencement
(c) @W@m 3T (d) Licer.lsing mandatory f.or all sector.s .
(d )WM%WW AT Q2. According to the National Statistical
. . £ r : Office report released in September
Q2. f la;[z 026/ ;rl l% ﬁﬁ:ﬁl 2026, approximately what share of the
frare ATHR, AR gt 50 fore B Gross Value Added and workforce of the
mﬁgqﬁ;wwagjqaﬁ?m non-corporate sector in India is
mem%g accounted for by the top 50 districts?
o y (a) One-tenth
(a) EdrfeE (b)a@"i'g 3 (b) One-third
(c) 3T (d)a-feer (c) Half
Q3. 2026 H FREW T & doise W ferw o (d) Two-thirds
3TSTIT & 3R a’@ﬂgﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ? Q3.  According to a study conducted on the
- %7 = sediments of Lake Bakhira in 2026, Lake
T . Bakhira is connected to which river
(Q)HH:IT—QQEIFH system?
(b) TR a1 (a) Yamuna—-Chambal system
( c ) °|'7|Hr\|_l'|6|"|clxl a-’;[ (b) Ghaghara—Rapti system
P Kosi-Mahananda system
d) TA-fEe (©) y
(d) (d) Son-Rihand system
Q4. A 6G J 3ﬁ-{ T wfe Jehl r "éa:' Q4. India joined how many like-minded
IMET ST HHE feha THT faareamT are countries in supporting the call for
N R T TRt fehaT e ? action on 6G leadership and security?
a)14 b) 20 (a) 14
o
C
) (c) 24
Q5. ESTIC 2026 alaws;‘la AT T (d) 30
mﬁﬁﬁﬁwmmﬁaﬁ{ﬂ Q5. Where is the ESTIC 2026 International
%7 Conference scheduled to be held in New
@ (a) Yashobhoomi Convention Centre
(b) AT ERTST Hel A (b) Sushma Swaraj Bhawan
(c) oM 9o (c) Vigyan Bhawan
(d) IRdH=IHq (d) Bharat Mandapam
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Qé.

Q7.

Q8.

Q9.

Q10.

TRES H U HRAAE &RIGH &
feraraae & foro afEsT v st
HETIAT IS oA 2 fohd Arasiiieh &1 ot
TS I AT [RATITTE ?

(a) TACA HIRURTH

(b ) TTeRfIE SHRURTH

(c) STHTATA

(d) ErdtemEue

fdsR 2026 H NIELIT 31R 3@ fora
QIR farvafemmes o s argiert o 3iaid
TSI AR T U &1 | f:yyees, 3o+t
T | R Rt ST Tl UTSeIshA SUeTeel Shill
TG ?

(a) FBW gigaar, dReR Gl R Faq@
TaET

(b ) TET RN TR e 21ferear
() Ueiferam it 3R HRTor
(d) TRE TR SR g

fader 2026 o ST W ST U 9T
ATIAT— R HERaT T ot H8-
feraegrh mirafaaaat ?

(o) fogam (b) TSHRET

(c) feRefiaig (d) oEets

TadsR 2026 U shgid "HEEe A fehd=i oTd
Tg-Ue ufSTTen R HS ot ?

() (o)

(c)=R (d)ur=

fadear 2026 ® SUHSAT HIIOT
(Z-anforser) framt & Hyirer stuanfies
Ffraai@ A E ?

(a) 1372026 (b) 15eRI2027
(c)319m2027 (d) 13012026

Q6.

Q7.

QS.

Qo.

Q10.

Which public sector undertaking has
been designated to provide Project
Management Consultancy support for
the implementation of the revamped
BharatNet programme in Jharkhand?

(a) RailTel Corporation

(b) Power Grid Corporation

(c) BSNL

(d) TCIL

Under the partnership finalized between
NIELIT and the US-based Saylor
University in September 2026, in which
major areas will learners have access to
free, self-paced courses on the NDU
platform?

(a) Artificial Intelligence, Cybersecurity and
Business Management

(b) Textile Technology and Apparel Design
(c) Petroleum Engineering and Geological
Surveying

(d) Aerospace Dynamics and Maritime
Navigation

In September 2026, the 9th
ASEAN-India Ministerial Meeting on
Agriculture and Forestry was co-chaired
by Union Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and the Agriculture Secretary
of which country?

(a) Vietnam (b) Indonesia

(c) Philippines (d) Thailand

In September 2026, the Union Cabinet
approved how many railway multi-

tracking projects?
(a) Two (b) Three
(c) Four (d) Five

The amendments to the Consumer
Protection (E-Commerce) Rules,
notified in September 2026, will
formally come into effect from which
date?

(@) 1 October 2026 (b) 1 January 2027

(¢) 31 March 2027 (d) 1 April2026

JTYHTAT (Answer Key)

[ ]_3 2 -f_]i]

3®)[a(c)[sb)

(6 ©)]

7% (50 [50) 06
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